
Northwest Indiana Solid Waste 
District has several environmental 

programs available to schools 
and community groups in Benton, 
Carroll, Jasper, Newton, Pulaski, 
and White Counties. These free 
programs are aligned to state 
standards and brought to your 
classroom or meeting location. 

The presentations are all interactive 
and cover a wide range of topics 

such as recycling, resource 
conservation, and pollution. 

The District Educator, Mindy 
Gleason, is a licensed teacher with 
ten years of classroom experience. 
Contact Mindy at (800) 856-0980 or 
educator@nwiswd.org to book your 

classroom or community group 
presentation.
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PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN:
RECYCLING SUPERHEROES (40 min.)
Michael Recycle, by Ellie Bethel, spotlights 
the importance of recycling. This program 
is a great way to introduce recycling to 
young students. 
COMPOST STEW (40 min.)
This program is an introduction to Earth’s 
natural method of recycling yard and food 
waste. Students will learn the process and 
benefits of composting with an interactive 
story book. 

FIRST GRADE:
THE THREE Rs (40 min.)
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! Students learn the 
importance of the three Rs and how they 
can help the environment.  
FREDDY FISH (40 min.)
This program raises awareness about 
water pollution. Students will learn hands 
on about water pollution and its effect on 
the environment and ecosystems as the 
story about a fish named Freddy travels 
downstream. 

SECOND GRADE:
HOW’D THEY DO THAT? 
ALUMINUM (45 min.)
Students will discover where aluminum gets 
its start. They will explore the differences 
between making aluminum items from 
natural resources and recycled aluminum. 
SQUIRMY WORMY 
VERMICOMPOSTING (50 min.)
Worms eat our garbage! Students will learn 
about red worm anatomy, and how these 
decomposers eat our garbage and leave 
behind their gift to the earth. Each student can 
build a worm composting bin to take home! 

THIRD GRADE:
FOOD WASTE (40 min.)
Students will explore food waste, how it 
impacts the environment, and ways to 
reduce it. 
COOKIE MINING (40 min.)
Students will discuss renewable and 
nonrenewable resources and how mining 
for aluminum impacts our environment.

FOURTH GRADE:
ENVIRONMENTAL JEOPARDY (40 min.)
Your classroom can engage in this fun and 
educational environmental answer-question 
format game to test their environmental 
awareness.
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (40 min.)
Students will learn what HHW is and how 
to read warning labels. They will also gain 
an understanding of proper handling and 
disposal of these items, as well as safer 
alternatives to using them.

FIFTH GRADE:
RENEWABLE IS DOABLE (40 min.)
Students will learn the importance of renewable 
and non-renewable natural resources to our 
Earth. They will also learn how reducing, 
reusing, recycling, and rethinking protect 
natural resources.
PAPER MAKING (60 min.)
Students will experience how to make new 
paper on a small-scale, personal level to 
discover the paper recycling process. 
Each student will make his/her own piece 
of recycled paper from paper previously 
used in the classroom.

SIXTH GRADE:
ENVIRO-SURVIVOR (45 min.)
Students out-reduce, reuse, and recycle 
using mental challenges related to caring 
for their “island environment” while 
cooperating as a tribe.
PLASTICS (50 min.)
Students will explore how plastics are 
numbered and what properties make 
plastics different. Students will also be 
introduced to the concept of polymers.




